THE   SUN   AND   THE  SERPENT

island about A.r>. 603. A settlement was founded,
and the town of Meudan Kamalan was built.
Other Hindus followed, and a great trade was
established with the ports of India and other
countries,1 There is, however, no reason to
suppose that this was the first arrival of Indian
voyagers in the Archipelago.

Traditions still remain in western India of
expeditions to Java. A Guzerati proverb runs
thus : " He who goes to Java never comes back;
but if he docs return, his descendants, for seven
generations, live at ease," a The bards in Mar-
war have a legend that Bhoj raja, the great
Puar chief of Ujaini, in anger drove away his
son Chandrabhan, who sailed to Java.-1

Evidence brought forward by Mr. Kennedy *
shows that a great seaborne trade was carried on
from Indian ports by Dravidian merchants as
early as the seventh century B.C. The beginnings
of Dravidian navigation, however, were probably
much earlier than this,

We have seen that the seaborne commerce
of the Solar or Naga tribes of western India had
become important at a very early period. Of this
the legend of " the churning of the ocean " already

i Rallies, Hist. Java, ii. 83.
a Bombay Gazetteer, i. 402.
3 Ib. i. 448.
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